“Participation in political life in light of fundamental moral principles is an essential duty for every Catholic and all people of good will.”
(Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 57)



Facilitated by the TX Catholic Conference, Catholics around the state will unite to visit the State Capitol in Austin and meet with legislative staff to discuss and present the TX Catholic Bishop’s Legislative Concerns regarding issues that affect the life and dignity of the people of Texas.  This is a great and exciting opportunity to live our Baptismal “obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of society [that] is a requirement of our faith” (Faithful Citizenship,9)!  Come; advance the change you want to see!

There are two days scheduled for this year: 

1- Tuesday, February 17th: Charity and Justice Day
2- Tuesday, March 31st: Life and Family Day

Prep Session, March 21st from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon at St.  
                 Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Plano.  
Register for the March 21st Advocacy Day Prep Training online at www.prolifedallas.org/training 
Or call 972-267-5433

*If you cannot go to Austin sign up anyway to participate in our calling campaign!*

Dallas Diocesan Planning Team:

Andrew Smith, Catholic Pro-Life Committee 
Annette Gonzales Taylor, Communications Catarina Torres, Social Concerns 


Deacon Charles Stump, Pastoral Services        Diane Daniels, Family Life Ministry 

Lynn Rossol, Pastoral Planning



Sr. Gloria Cain, Superintendent Catholic Schools

For more info on the Texas Catholic Conference visit: www.TXcatholic.org
What is the Texas Catholic Conference (TCC)?

The TCC is the association of the 15 ordinary Roman Catholic Bishops of Texas. A major function of the Conference is to be the public policy arm of the Bishops of Texas, before the Texas Legislature, the Texas delegation in Congress, and state agencies.  The public policy issues addressed by the Conference include institutional concerns of the Catholic Church and issues related to Catholic social teachings. For more on the advocacy work of the TCC, visit www.TXcatholic.org. 

When is Advocacy Day?

Tuesday, February 17th and Tuesday, March 31st.  

What is Advocacy Day?

Legislative Advocacy Days are an opportunity for Catholics around the state to participate in the political process by voicing the concerns of the Texas Bishops (see attached 81st Legislative Session Priorities).  Participants are invited to visit the State Capitol and meet with legislative staff to discuss the Bishops’ Legislative Concerns regarding issues that affect the life and dignity of the people of Texas.

What happens on Advocacy Day?

8AM Mass; 9:15AM Rally on South Steps at the Capitol; 10AM House of Representatives Recognition; 11AM State Recognition; 11:30AM Pick up Packets with details of afternoon appointments with legislatures office room numbers; Lunch; 1:00PM Legislative visits; 3:00PM Return to buses and depart for home.

What are the “Legislative Visits”?

Teams of 3-5 people are formed with at least one person taking the role of reporter.  There will be four legislative visits assigned per team.  These teams will be assigned to visit with either his or her own senator or representative as well as additional representatives or senators from our diocese.  The team will present information to the legislature/staff member on at least one specific bill on the TCC’s Legislative Session Priorities and will discuss the legislature’s position on such bill(s).  This is our opportunity to educate, inform and be a witness to our Catholic faith and her teachings.

Is there Training to be an Advocate?

Saturday, February 7 (Charity & Social Justice) at 9:30-11:30 am St. Mark’s in Plano Upper Room; Saturday, March 21 (Life & Family) Location TBD.  

How can I learn more about the Bills promoted by the TCC and Catholic Teaching?

The 81st Legislative Session Priorities are available on-line at www.TXcatholic.org.  You may click on any of the bills listed as priorities for talking points and background information on Church Social Teaching.

What if I can’t travel to Austin on the two Advocacy Days?

Volunteers are needed to:

· Recruit Volunteers

· Make Phone Calls/Send Emails to the legislatures on Advocacy Day to announce that your friends will be coming to meet with them and you would like them to take note of the information they are provided.  

